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Sun-Wan Heung ( 24,50/ 3883/ 6703) | is one of the
b

gegest villages in Chungshan district, and there are/ [many people and much
cultivable land|
As to| [small village, Sun-Sha village ( 24,50/ 3097/ 2625), there are
about forty thousand ™"mou" of cultivable dand, and about 6,000 people in population
Among the 6,000 inhabitants, about 2,100 people are classified as members with
1labour capacities®, according to the official announcement made by the People's
Commune 25X1

CokEREN

25X1
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25X1

In winter 1949, the Communists came into the Chungshan district TO Take over
the government,

At that time, the Communists had set up the "Chungshan District Military 25X1
Control Commission, Village Work Section® ( 6511/ 0057/
4619/ 2455/ 2585/ 6703/ 2625/ 1562/ 0155/ 4809) which sent out many of its Communis
cadres to go around the village to make investigations and records, and thus put
everybody in the village under a shadow of fear and discomfort,

25X1

During the Communist land reform, the Communists classified a number of people
as landlords and rich farmers, whom they persecuted with great cruelty, of
the landlords and rich farmers were put to death in the public trials.

all the landlords and rich farmers were very 25X1
badly treated and many had died out in the process of the land reform,

25X1

“In the Comminist land distribution,  [the share for each individual,
whether adult or child, was 5 "mou" of land

At that time, the land ould produce about 7,000 catties of
grain in one year, After deducting a third of that amount to pay government
dues to the Communists, could keep about 5,000 catties of grain, and
that was almost sufficient for the consumption of four people.

But that was the condition only in the early days of the Communist land 25X1
reform, In 1954, the Communists changed their way of buying "surplus grain"

( 7411/ 4752), that is, the Communists began to assess the food consumption
of every farm family and amy amount of food &n excess of their fixed rate of
consumption are considered as "surplus grain" and all of it must be sold to

the Communist governmer(lg;n'tinue 4 nerlme) @NHQENWAH. ‘
25X1
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Consequently, all the profit of the farmers were thus taken over by the
Communist government. At the same time, the quantity they assessed for the
consumption of each farm family was sollittel that the farmers could not have
enough rcie to eat @and must pass their days in partial starvation all the time,

25X1

Ever since the Communists came to power, theystep by step increase their

control over the villages, in farm production and in the personal freedom of
the village population.,

Their control continued to be tightened year after year, first through the
Peasants! Union ( 6593/ 2585), then the "mutual help groups” ( 0062/
0504/ 4809), then the "big united groups" ( 1129/ 5114/ 4809), and by
September 1956; the Communists brought into formal existence the Primary Agricul-
tural Cooperative,

In principle, a Primary Agricultural Cooperative was to be set up in every
Heung ( 0001/ 6703/ 0001/ 4357), that is big village, while in each of the
amall villages there is one branch agricultural cooperative,

After the formation of the Primary Agricultural Cooperativeﬂigi] 25X1
continued to live in condithons very similar to the former times only
allowed to keep the amount of grain assessed as the rate of maintenance, and any
amount in excess of the fixed quantity was considered as "surplus grain" and
bought over at an official rate by the Communist government, 25X1

There is one Sales and Supplies Department set up in the Primary Cooperative
whic is supposed to sell all the secondary provision to the villagers, But its
stocks are very scarce, At the same time, because most people do not have the
money to buy the secondary provision they want, this Sales and Supplies Department
contributes very little to serve the convenience of the village inha itants,

25X1

In 1957, October, the Primary Cooperative was changed to be called the

Higher Agricultural Gooperative. The inner composition of the Higher Agricultural
Cooperative is almost the same as that of the Pr@marg Cooperative, except the

fact that it has opened up many new sections in the “ooperative office, and at the
same time there was a great increase of the number of personnels in the Cooperative
administration. '

Most of the new staff members that come in are either members of the Communist
Parpy, or of the Commmnist Youths Organization, and some are government officials
sent down to the villages under the "Ha Fong" movement,

The main change that came about under the Higher Agricultural Cooperative
is the total abolition of all private properties.

(Continued ?ﬁt age)
LA
| | 25X1
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25X1

The Higher Cooperative went out to confiscate all the private properties
of the villagers, such as farmlands, grain storage, farming buffaloes, farm
tools, fish ponds, fishing gears, and all kinds of structures set up for agri-
cultural uses, ‘ '

At the same time, it is compulsory for all the people in the village, whether
they are farmers, fishermen, or farm labourers to do various kinds of work for the
Higher Cooperative, If any villager should refuse to take part in the work for
the Higher Cooperative, then they are not allowed to get any rice ration from the
Higher Cooperative. :

The rice ration is distributed from the Higher Gooperative according to the
number of people in each household, For every month an adult can get 50 catties
of grain, and a child can get 30 catties of grain,

All the members of the farm household, as long as they have to live on the
rice ration distributed by the Higher Cooperative, must take part in the Collective
Labour on the Higher Cooperative,

25X1
In October 1958, a People's Commune was set up in Tau-Moon Heung (
24,35/ 702,/ 6703/ 0086/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357) which|
came to govern Sun~Yan Heung ( 2,50/ 25X1
3883/ 6703) as one of its subordiante branch communes.
But from the middle of November 1959, | | Sun-Wan Heung ( 25X1
24,50/ 3883/ 6703) came out to set up an independent People's Commune of its oum,
and all the people| | became members of the Sun Wan Heung People's o5y
Commune ( 24,50/ 3883/ 6703/ 0086/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357).
25X1

In the Sun Wan Heung People's Commune, the commune chairman and vice-chairman

are concurrently the head and deputy head of the village government,

But aside from these two senior executives, all the others have their jobs
solely engaged with the everyday working the Commune office and are not allowed
to hold any other job in the village government.

There are about 20 staff members in the Commune administration, in which
there are about 6 or 7 government officials sent down in the "Ha Fong" movement.
The People's Commune is organized as the equivalent of a military regiment., A
regiment has 4 battalions, a battalion has four companies and a company has 4
production teams. Each production team has from 60 to 100 members,

\ Sun-Sha village ( 2450/ 3097/ 2625) is classified as25X1
a battalion

(Continued next page)

25X1
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(12) Continued,

whenever there is a rush of work, then all the people must work, eat,
and sleep on the work grounds, and frequently for many days| !do not see each 25X1
other in the family. : : : -

25X1

The People's Communes, in order to abolish the system of family livings,
undertook to set up mess halls in the village, and every member is required to
eat all the meals in the mess halls,

The "big caldron cooked rice® ( 1129/ 7000/ 7391) as this system of
group eating is called, at first provided the rice for members to eat as much as
they want to,.

At that time, many members were quite happy with the mess halls, and happy
with the new Commune system, because they feel there is some improvement in their
living conditions. But in Jsonuary 1959, it was announced that the daily moals
were cut down to two meals a day, and at the same time, the rice portion allocated
for each individual member was limited to 6 taels of rice for every meal.

One catty of raw rice is to be cooked into two and half catties of cooked
rice and every member is to have 15 taels of cooked rice. That was definitely
not sufficient for the members, and all the members began to compalin for the
insufficient rice portions, Eventually in May 1959, the mess hall gave out to
each member one bowl of sweet potato for every meal as supplementary food, but
since then the subsidiary food was cancelled, and only one bowl of salt water
was provided to serve as appetizer,

Then on 25th, June, the mess halls finally announced that it is to stop
cooking rice for the members, and instead, grain is to be distributed to the
members to bring home to cook for themslelves,

The grain is to be distributed in the mess halls, and each individual is
given different rice portions, depending on the labour capacities with which
he is classified, ‘

For members with labour capacities, four grades are classified, namely, first
grade 32 catties of grajn every month, second grade 31 catties, third grade 30

catties and fourth grade 28 catties, For members wihout labour capacities, such
(as ghildren and Old’folkailﬁﬁghEﬁtslzégcaﬁhiﬁsQfmnain,ananngmnnthA,Fkrjr’g’/\

There are public nurseries and children's houses set up | ) but25x1
since the first days of its foypag'ggﬁhtf was not popular with the members, because

the accommodations of thenif%ii~ very crude and inadequate.

25X1
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(14) Continued. ' 25X1
. At the same time, the people in charge, that is, a woman Communist cadre
serving as officer-in-charge, and some female attendants, are usually negligent
in their duties of looking after the children, and frequently use harsh treatment
or beat up the children whenever they like, ' '
However, many mémbers still had to pu t their children in the public nurseries
and children's house, because the children can get free food in the nurseries,
while members who wisn to keep their children at home must feed their own children
with food they save up from their own meals in the mess halls.
Then| |when all the mess halls were closed down,  25X1
the public nurseries were also closed down, | |although there is still
the name of public nursery and children's house, they are only to serve as play-
ground for the children to play while their parents go out to their own daily
works,

25X1

When the People's Commune was first organized, it advertized that it is
going to take care of all the details of the daily living of the members, under
the so called "package care” ( 0545/ 3237).

Under this advertized system, the Commune intended to give free services
to their members in all detail matters, such as hakrcut, and medical treatment
in the public dispensaries. _ _

Bub | it began to charge the members
10¢ for each haircut, and l@éfor each time of seeking medical treatment from the
public dispensary. In case special medicine are required by the members, they
are to be procured and bought by the private money of the members., This condition
remains . 25X1

All members of the People's Commune, whether they possess labour capacities
or not, are required to do some kind of work for the Commune., - lMembers with
labour capacities are assigned into the production teams, The main line of
work for the production teams are for cultivation of farmlands, And then from
time to time, the production teams are also assigned to "speical work targets!

( 6391/ 0117/ 0523), such as repairing roads, refining steel, and
| [the building of dykes and the prevention of floods, etc/

Members wihout labour capacities are assigned to lighter jobs, such as 25X1
working as attendents in the mess halls for cooking the rice, cutting firewood,
codlecting firewood, collecting wild weeds, cleaning the streets, collecting
nightsoil, etc,

As average, the daily working hours come to about 12 hours, but in times
of rush for "spekial work targets" ( 6391/ 0117/ 0523) the working hours
are often extended to 16 (sixteen) hours everyday. The hardship of such over=-
work is really unspeakable, ‘ ‘

(Continued next page)

25X1
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(16) Continued, ,
to wages under the Commune, ]
 |the hardest working 25X1
members in the production team every month, aisde from getting free food
in the mess halls,| only get about $2.50 jenminpiso in wages. But worst
of all, beginning from the month of May, 1959, there was no wages distributed
to anybody in my village.
25X1
25X1
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25X1
9
As soon as the Communists came | TACY MAUE LOUU VaLks
about "workers turn over to the top" ( 1562/ 0086/ 5060/ 6500) and about

f"worker taking charge of the house" ( 62/ 0086/ 3981
At that-time, the construction compan

closed down for poor business

(Continued next page

25X1
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' (6) Continued.
At the same time, because of the unstable conditions after the change of

~government, the construction business was in a state of paralysis, practically -
without customers of any kind,

In the first three years after the Commnists came into Yan Ping city, 25X1
there was no way to earn/ |living[ ]

had to do various kinds of small jobs to earn bits of moeny to take care of|  25X1
family maintenance, such as that of collies, stevedors, daily jobbers, shoemakers,
etc,

25X1
25X1

After the Communists came they set up an organ called
the General Labour Uniog of Yan Ping cily ( 1869/ 1627/ 1562/ 5114/

2585) . :
Then it was first set up, it advertized that it could help the workers to

solve the problems of unemployment and also the problem of better living ansgy ¢
wroking conditions,

were required by the regulation of the General Labour
Union to go there everyday for "Learning and Practice" (. 1331/ 5045) an
also to hold meetings and to make reports to the Association about
daily living.
Then in 1952, when the Communists carried out t heir "Three Anti Momement"25X1
and "Five Anti Movement! ( 0005/ 0646/ 0063/ 0646/ 6663/ 0520),
the General Labour Union gave orders that all the people that registed with the
Union must take part in the mass demonstrations and in very frequent public 25X1
meetings, And that again took some more rivate tinme But
finding jobs and daily living, the General Labour Union did not seem
to care the slightest bit.

' 25X1
- J;“rglrg‘Z§etlago?, through the recommendation
of the General Labour Union. to work as labourers to build

the People's Stadium of Yan Ping District ( 1869/ 1627/ 4L905/.
0086/ 3046/ 6663/ 0520/ 1034). .

had to work for at least 12 hours everyday, and for everyday's 25X1
could get 1 catty and four taels of rice, plus 16# jenminpiao

vwork,
as wages.

25X1

o N

N 25X1
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25X1

Kei=Ou Island, an island in the mouth of the Pearl

River, all separate from the mainland. Therefore in name it is subror—
dinated to Tong~Ka=Wan Heung ( 0781/ 1367/ 3494/ 6703) 25X1
[

Prior to the Communist regime, Lﬁg&f‘/e\d 5 "mout of farmland
loased from the landlord, The yield was about 400 to 500 catties
of grain every year from ome "mou" of land, but there was not much of secondary 55y
products,

From the farmlend/ | there was a yearly production of about 2,000
catties of grain, - After deducting 400 catties of grain tc pay as

land rent to the landlord, the remainder was not sufficient for consumption

[ ] Therefor in addition to farm cultivation, must do o5y
some fishing to meke up the deficlency of income.

25X1

As soon as the Communists cane into Chungshan district, they cerricd oub
the "village purification movement" ( 3237/ 6703/ 1562/ 0155), that is,
their battle of extirpatiog ag mst all the antz.—Commnnist guerillas and resistant
inhabitants ERREAn

25X1
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25X1

(7) Continued.
At that time, the Communists were very serious in this nopping operation, and

many of the village iphabitants that were round up were either put on trial, o5y
jmprisoned, or executed.

During the Communist land reform, because there are so nany landlords and
rich farmers in Tong-Ka~Wan Heung ( 0781/ 1367/ 3494/ 6703) and the
Communists were so feverish in the execution of the land reform, that theore were,sy4
almost publie trials and big ngtruggle meetings held everyday inwhkech the

landlords and rich farmers were so severely tortured

on the island there were three families classified as 25X1

small landlords, who were sent over to the big village at Tong-hiwa=lian fro public
trials. Bub because their so called crimes were not as serious as the others,
they were only subjected to brief sentences of imprisonment or labour reform, and
after they sorved their full term of penalty, they were allouved to rcturn to
the native village to take part in the collective labour of production under the
agricluturel cooperatives/

At present they are all called "Labouring people”, and the name of landlords
or rich farmers had totally disappeared from the daily talks of the village people.

25X1

(8)

In tie Communist land distribution, the share for each individual was two
“mou”" of land.

25X1

|
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25X1

i 6, August, the Heung-Chow Primery Agricultural
Ccoperative was set up, and Kei-0Ou village camc undor it as

one of the branch cooperatives.

Then the organ of Primary Cooperative was first set up, “ho Communigt govern-
pent announced that it is &o be a guiding production organization sct up on the
basis of cooperation between the Communist government and the villaye people, with
the purpose of increasing the putput of production.

But even in those early days,| _|had serious doubts about the CommuD5X1
nist announcement, becausé from the experience of living undor tho Comnunists for
several yearsJ no matter how gocd the Communists 25X1
speak of something they introduce, the new things, no matter whal name they assume,
are never designed to serve the bencfit of the people,

About three months after it was set up, the Primary Cooperative did accomplish
one main work, and that was a thorough understanding it had acquired about the
overall conditions of production and consumptlon of the families in the villae.
And from that, it could pave the way for the setting up of tho Higher Cooperative,

After the Primary Cooperavive had made a clear record and ostimate of the
general condition of eonsumption of the people in the village, the Comnumigts
sel up a Sales and Supplies Department inside the Primary Coopcrative to supply
the daily needs of the villages.

But owing to the shortage of daily essential goods and also owing to the
universal poverty of the people in the village and their lack of purchasing power,
there is otentimes the conditions of "no supplies and no demand" (

0180/ 3061/ 0408/ 48lh4), when the Sales and Supplies Department could go oa without
doing any bugines for many days at one stretch,

25X1

| In September 1957, the [lighor Agricultural Cooperative was seb up] )

[ |vhich undertook to abolish all the private properties of tho villagers,

In the process of asking all the villagers to surrender their private properties

to the government, many farmers came up to oppose the government measure and in

some places there were even public distrubances, but the Connunist quickly sent
out troops to suppress the oppositions, and eventually all the fLaraoro had o

bear the vhole hhing in silencs. ’

After the Higher Cooperative took away all the production tools from the
individual farmers, the villagers could no longer live on tholir own resources.
Consequently they must take part in the collective labour of production as order
by the Higher Cooperative. 25X1

In the daily work of the collective labour of production work
everyday for at least from ten to twelve hours, There was no way
to run away from the daily work, or even to slecken down \
bocause as soon as the Communist cadres should find that out, tho liighor Cooperative
could suspend|  /rice, without which|[  Jjcould find mo way to live.

(Continued next page) 25X 1
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(10) Continued.
According vo the rate of rice portions under the Higher Coopcrative, an
adult can get 50 catiies of gran every rmonth, and each child can get 30 catties

of grain. !

25X1

. 25X1
The time of the Higher Cooperative was also the time for the Commnists .

to talk very loud about the movement of the Great Leap Forward. Under this new
movement]  |working time was often extended to 1 to 16 hours cvery day, righf:
to the lastest hours every nihgt, 25X1

liany villager fell sick under the strain of overwork, but the Higher Coopera~
tive never paid much attention to that. Only those who are seriously sick are
allowed to reamin home or go to hospital for medical treatment.

As to those who are slight ill, they are told to administer "self-cure in the
local spot® ( 1432/ 0966/ 4070/ 7402). By this it is meant that the
villagers can get some patent medicine from the Hospital, and then they must still
go out to work and take their medicien with them to take at the work grounds.

Under the Higher Cooperative, tiere are many times that rice produced in
the local areas were collected and put down in ships %o be sent away to Sheekei
city or Canton city. Lvery time when rice is being shipped away from the villages
such as Tongkawan ( 0781/ 1367/ 3494), Kei-Ou island ( 3217/ 3.21)
Hum-fiao ( 0974/ 0656) and Sha-liei ( 3097/ 1h442), many local villagers
would look on with great grief in their hearts, because while there is rice to
be shipped away from their villages, they still must pass their days in continuous
hunger all the time,

25X1
the Heung Chow Pcople's Commune { ,j
7ik9/ 3166/ 0086/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357/ ) was set up in October 1958,
But in January 1959, the Heung Chow Pecople's Commune was reduced to a bracch
commune and it came under the administration of the Tongkawan Peoplc's Comzmune
0781/ 1367/ 3494/ 0086/ 3046

25X1
[ In 1958, April, the Higher Cooperative| set out %o draft 25X1
2 number of workmen to go to Lin Shan ( 6647/ 1472) an area about 25
miles away | to cut and collect fir trees as timber %o
send to Canton. 25X1
ggontinued next page)
[l s B ?;" §
bEHBERTIAL | 25X1
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(12) Continued.
The total number of the people in the roup was 27 men| |
It was not until March 1959/ la when the work was considered as completed

25X1

The Lin Shan timber camp ( 6647/ 1472) is organized by the Canton
liunigipal Government, Construction Material Supplies Burea (
1é8L/ 1558/ 1579/ 1696/ 4,639/ 2624/ 24,36/ 0180/ 2019/ 5710).

Its main job is to cut and collect timber from the fir trces and ship them
back to Canton. All the worken in the timber camp are drafted from the adjacent
villages.  Aside from the 27| |drafted from the Yongkawan villagens5x
there are over a hundred others from the other villages, amounbting to & total of
about 150 workmen in the timber camp.

All the workmen were released from their draft| ‘vhen  25X1
the work was considered as accomplished. '

\ | in Linshan timber camp, all movoments of the workmeosy1
werc group movements., There are tenm working hours overyday, and two rest days
in every month, Uithin the timber area every wmkrman is frce to move to everyuhere
he likes, There are three meals served everyday, and for each meal, every workmen
can eat as much riche as he likes.

Aside from the free moals, every workman can get (6 jenminpiao as theo monthly
wages, for his pcocket money, or for remittance back to their native villages for
family maintcnance,

In the timber camp area there are police patrol to take up guard dutles
and to help control the workmen in the timber camp. | |in the 25X1
Vinmber camp, all the clothes and sleeping dlankets were provided on loan by the
timber camp thes and blankets were to be returned to tho timber camp
authorities All the clothes and blankets bear conspicuous marks o5y4
6f different numbets, just like the clothes of prisoners.

25X1

in the public mess hall, two meals are served everyday, Labour
ing members could get one more bowl of suweet potato suoup each meal.. Then in lay
| | ould only get 8 taecls of raw rico, tnat is, 20 taelegyy
of cooked rice, and even the sweet potato soup was cancelled. This was much
helow the need of the members uwho have to do sbrenuous vorks.

On lst, June, the public mess hall was closed down, and tho Comaune undex'toek
to distribute rice to the individual members. There were two maindninds of rice
portions, one for members in labouring production, and ope for the non-labouring
mombers, The non-labouring members only get 22 "market cattics” of rice, thab
is, equivalcnb of 17.5 full catties for every month., As'to the labouring
nexbers, they are again divided into scveral grades. Those of the higheot grade
can get 42 “market cattiesg! (equivlanet to 33 full catties of ricc) every moath,
while the lowest can only gét@® atties"  equivalent to 20 full catties
of rice.) WLM “'rhmi
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